DRUMCORPS Grist (Cock Rock Disco) cd 14.98
At the risk of quite possibly making our lengthy and floridly descriptive, effusive and over the top reviews
= oy totally obsolete, we can pretty much sell this one with one sentence. Grind metal, death metal, spastic drill
— and bass AND a marching band drum corps. And that's not even really a sentence!
| Drumcorps Is the work of one Aaron Spectre, who not only shares a first name with the man behind
: Venetlan Snares, he also shares a simllar penchant for ultra twisted and Impossibly convoluted and mind
g blowing rhythms. But where Venetian Snares bullds elaborate rhythmic tangles out of beats, beats and more
beats, Spectre, while a consummate beat maker himself, as Drumcorps, he concerns himself as much with
riffs as beats. At its very heart, this Is a metal record after all. A snarling, grinding crush of acldic metallic
riffs and huge downtuned chunks of chugging death metal grind, with howled throat shredding vocals, buzzing squalls of metallic gultar
freakout and pounding blasting drums. But as each track develops, you begin to notice something a little strange about this ‘metal.’
Every once In a while, here and there, the drums will skitter and splinter Into little bursts of ultra complex splatter. Or vocals will get
twisted and chopped up Into a wildly stuttering rhythm, blast beats will get faster and faster untll they're nothing but a buzzy blur. Riffs
splinter Into jagged digital shards which are then tossed about wildly over a skittering expanse of junglistic beats. This Isn't just metal,
and It's definitely not electronica. It's like some sort of fucked up avant post metal grind lald over super dense hyper programmed drill
and bass. Like Pig Destroyer Jamming with Shitmat, or Dillinger Escape Plan with Venetian Snares on drums! In fact 2 quick listen to
track three, the aptly titled "Pig Destroyer Destroyer” lays It all out for you. Beginning with a killer drum corps snare workout, that
bullds Inte a mesmerizing chopped and locoped vocal guitar grind, eventually bullding Into a full on blast of metallic fury, but all tangled
up with sputtering, hiccuping strands of head spinning drill and bass.

The amazing thing Is, that Drumcorps doesn't sound llke some sort of DJ mash up, where some clever fella with a wicked record
collection just assembled and sequenced. No, these are real sengs, with melodies, atmosphere, riffs, parts, choruses, It seems
Impossible that Spectre composed and performed a whole metal record only to electronically fuck It up, but if these are all purloined
riffs, which at least some of them must be, then It had all the metalheads around here completely fooled. And LOVING It.

But It's not all just furious jungle metal weirdness (although most of It most definitely Is!). A few tracks are droning amblent
soundscapes, with huge cavernous rumbles washing over brittle complicated snare drums, others are almost funky jungle Jams peppered
with crunchy clipped riffs, and still others are moody midtempo jams, assembled from slowed down pitchshifted vocals and crumbling
distorted guitars, sheets of feedback, and awesome Malden-Ish dual guitar leads. This |5 another one of those times we almost wish
there were actual bands that sounded like this, as opposed to being the mad Idea of a single twisted Individual, crafting his dream band
from a drum machine and his favorite metal records, an Impossible metal / drum and bass hybrid. But who cares really, when It sounds
this fucking amazing. Fans of past record of the week Drummachinegun should definitely check this out, as should folks Into DHR,
Venetlan Snares, Shitmat and that sort of sputtering spastic drill and buzz (especially If they've got a soft spot for metal). But ¢'mon,
this |s a METAL record, so metalheads should absolutely take a chance, and give this a try, but should be well prepared to have thelr
whole world turned upside down.
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POST-GRINDCORE MP3: It's October, around the time when the

brain starts, on some distant back burner, to ponder what'll make the
vear-end best-music list. It's quite likely that Grist by Drumcorps (aka
Aaron Spectre) will be up there, certainly in the running if not among
the final cut. Drumcorps mixes analog and digital rock noise, the slashing
guitars of deathmetal and the broken beats of digital hardcore, into an
event-packed, pulse-quickening, imagination-challenging, synapse-
pummeling mash of maddeningly cross-hatched cadences. The album is
due out next week.

Grist builds on the legacy of metal-tronic hvbrids like the old Earache act
Godflesh; it switches gears expertly, locating choice samples amid the
riffage of Slayver and the splattered beats of drum'n'bass, and sewing them
into a Frankenstein instrumental pop. (Following the model of Warp
artist Battles, the album, Drumcorps' first full-length, collects some
material from previous releases, including the excellent EPs Rmx or Die
and Live and Regret.)

There's a concert-length performance by Drumcorps available courtesy of
Resonance FM (MP4), recorded toward the end of March 2006 for a party
in Kingston (the London suburb, not Jamaica, though it does have its
dubby moments). Also, MP3 snippets of Grist are up at Drumcorps' site,
drumcorps.cc, and at that of the album's co-releasing labels, Cock Rock

Disco, cockrockdisco.com, and Ad Noiseam, adnoiseam.net.
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Drumcorps :: Grist (Ad Noiseam/Cock Rock Disco, CD)
Spectre's lifelong fascination with the howling tsunami of grindcore is
tapped for Grist, and the resultant blend and fracturing via a

virtual machines produces a collection of blistering breakcore tracks
that are equal parts Agoraphobic Nosebleed and Bong-Ra

Mark Teppo, Contributing Editor [read all]

(11.12.06) There is so much
breakcore and speed metal on
Aaron Spectre’s debut release as
Drumcorps that it takes the
muscular lifting of two labels to

| get the record out. Spectre's

| lifelong fascination with the

| howling tsunami of grindcore s
tapped for Grist, and the
resultant blending and fracturing
via a rack of virtual machines
produces a collection of blistering
breakcore tracks that are equal
parts Agoraphobic Nosebleed and
Bong-Ra.

While Spectre doesn't quite go to the Agoraphobic Nosebleed extreme
of seconds-long tracks, he compresses a few down te brutal collisions
of howls and beats. "Grainbeast” is a maelstrom of vocal effects, a
single voice turned into a whirlwind of noise that elongates into a fury
of warped organ notes and skittering words; while "Saddest RMX"
hammers its way across the stage like a John Zorn/Mike Patton
improvisational concussion blast. "Terrible Things,” at a minute and a
half, spends part of that swirling through Air Inspector territory (one of
Spectre's less brutalizing aliases) before snarling up into a2 Godflesh-
style intro that throws the listener right into the heavy guitar work of
"Forgive and Forget."

The longer tracks wear their influences clearly. "Botch Up and Die" is
a tongue-in-cheek reference to '90s hardcore band, Botch; while the
hand percussion and technoid rhythms of "Pig Destroyer Destroyer"
throw a bone to the bass-less Pig Destroyer. "Botch Up and Die,” the
opening salvo of Grist, seems like a true-to-form arindcore song:
foaming vocals, twisting guitars, hammering drums. But Spectre starts
to sneak in breakcore effects by slurring the drums, tossing down
bleats of noise, and by staggering beats into chopped dub echoes. "Pig
Destroyer Destroyer" eschews the pummeling sound of the double-bass
for atmospheric burps of noise and synthesized chords. The quitar is
sampled, thrashed and looped back on itselfl like a time-delay Mabius
loop until it breaks open a wall in the Time/Space Continuum, releasing
an inter-dimensional howler and an Nth dimension breakbeat
programmer who transform the song into a caterwauling anthem of
grinding breakcore.

The beauty of Grist is how Spectre has found a commonality between
the heavy thrash of the metal and the cryptic data overload of
breakcore to produce tracks that so cleverly belong to either camp.
“Incarnate" leaps and howls like a demonic goat whacked out on meth
but manages to do backflips with breakbeat tear-downs between
verses. "Worse" begins as a percussive interplay between a couple of
snare drummers, adds samples and some shortwave interference,
before layering the breakbeats on top of the stick work. "Time" tags in,
stealing the percussion and mood of "Worse” as the rhythm section for
an escalating battle between grindcore vocals, speed guitar and
thundering bass.

Grist is one of those records you don't realize you've been waiting
for until it kicks you in the face. Aaron Spectre's homage to grindcore
and fascination with breakcore results in a record that takes no
prisoners and offers no excuses for its intensity. You either dance or
die with Drumcorps. Some days, we need this sort of adrenaline rush to
jump-start our nervous systems. Grist is the juice that will power your
rocket. Suck it down.
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RENEGADE MEGA DANCE
ATTACK PARTY

BENEATH THE GLOSSY VENEER OF FULL-COLOUR
FLYERS AND MULTI-THOUSAND CAPACITY EXERCISES
IN EASY CAPITALISM LIES SOMETHING MUCH GRIMIER.
TIME TO GET ACQUAINTED WITH JUNGLE'S MUTATED,
BREAK-TWISTING COUSIN..







TOP TEN ESSENTIAL TUNES:

1. Shifmal - Bat

2, Exile = Broken Language (Exie miv)

3. Soundmurdarer anibsund Fembs B KiB0D6
4, DJ Scolch Ega - Scolch Chicken B, The Bug - Gun Dizease
5, [Jrop The Lime - Rad Gl ¥ 10 Srpnes Man! = Breakbhest Malatia
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DRUMCORPS ,,Grist"

{Ad MNoiseam/Cock Rock Disco/A-Musik)

Dass in jedem Menschen auch eine dunkle Seite exi-
stiert, ist eine anerkannte Tatsache. Woh| dem, der
dieses Alter Ego auch ausleben kann. Aaron Spectre
ist bisher vor allem als Producer innovativer und
recht harmonischer Electronic in Erscheinung getre-
ten. Unter dem Moniker DRUMCORPS bricht nun
ein anderer Aaron Spectre an die Oberfliche. Wo
bisher filigranes Producing vorherrschre, entladt sich
auf ,Grist" eine gute halbe Stunde geballter Break-
[Grindcore. Wer schon immer mal wissen wollte,
was passiert, wenn New York Hardcore, Thrash
Metal und Drum-Sperrfeuer jenseits der 200-BPM-
Marke aufeinander treffen, der hat jetzt die
Gelegenheit, sich ein Studienobjekt erster Giite zu
besorgen. Selbst der nicht Mainstream-genormte
Hérer wird hier wohl das eine oder andere Mal
trocken schlucken, denn hier offenbart sich tatsich-
lich akustische Brachialgewalt. Die gekreischten
Vocals werden zusitzlich verfremdet, die schnellen
Gitarren weiter gepitcht und durch einen
Stacheldraht-Verhau aus Sampler-Beats gepeitscht.
Das Ergebnis dirfte fiir Anhdnger japanischer
Experimental Electronic Hausmannskost sein, fir
den Rest der globalen Musikkonsumenten sind die
elf Tracks wohl mehr eine Expedition an die
Grenzen des eigenen Musikverstindnisses. Dabei
geht DRUMCORPS auch hier souverin mit dem
Ausgangsmaterial um. Mit den anarchischen
'Tracker-meets-Metal ' Tracks, wie sie z.B. von US-
Underground-Hero Stuntrock zum Besten gegeben
werden, hat ,Grist" wenig zu tun, Statt schierer
Cut-up-Asthetik zu huldigen, wird hier mit Prazision
und Auge firs Detail zu Werke gegangen - auch
wenn das bei der ersten frontalen Kollision mit den
Stiicken kaum offenbar wird. Die Prizision des
Programmings geht weit {iber das durchschnittliche
DIY-Miveau des elektronischen Untergrunds hinaus
und kann sich guten Gewissens mit den Skills von
Machine Head oder auch Frontline Assembly mes-
sen lassen, die stilistisch dhnliche wenn auch meist
gemaBigtere Wege gehen. Als hatte er die Wirkung
der ersten Tracks auf den Horer vorausgesehen,
nimmt DRUMCORPS gegen Mitte des Albums denn
auch den Full vom Gas. Das ergibt nicht nur die
Méglichkeit, Luft zu holen, sondern auch die Zeit,
einige der vielen Details einzufangen, mit denen
JGrist” gespickt ist. Harte Kost fiirs Volk
Webprisent unter www.drumcorps.cc. (F5)

12 Punkte
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Drumcorps [Pussycat Lounge]

Back at the (ahem) Pussycat Lounge, the noise continues with a terrific set from
Drumcorps: Between his metal grind, clenched-teeth breakbeats, and extensive
dreadlocks, Aaron Spectre makes a pretty good argument for what a young Trent Reznot
might have done if he were born @ decade later and way less interested in sex. This guy's
stage routine is so twitchy and hyperactive that when he takes a drink of water between
songs, he forgets to calm down and winds up taking the world's first Extreme Grindcore

Sip




DRUMCORPS

GRIST

(AD NOISEAM/COCK ROCK
DISCO)

Grind/break-

core  mish-

mash  from
L electronic
terrorist
Aaron Spec-
tre, this lies
somewhere
between
Ove Naxx/Otto Von Schirach and Pig
Destroyer, and in fact the record is very
much Spectre’s homage to two different
but equally violent/over-the-top genres.
As one of the song titles ‘Pig Destroyer
Destroyer’ suggests, this is modern grind-
core/metal filtered through electronic
music, resulting in a hugely entertaining
and intense record that not only fuses
the two genres very successfully but also
(thankfully) tones down the usual ‘hilari-

ous’ tomfoolery that seem to be the cur-
rency of choice for most of the other re-
cent breakcore artists. And as this is only
the first full-length from Spectre, who has
already proven himsell to be an intense
performer sharing stages with the likes of
Orthrelm and Ove Naxx, he may very well
be the man to watch.
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DRUMCORPS ,Grist"

(Ad Noiseam/Cock Rock Disco/A-Musik)
Dass in jedem Menschen auch eine dunkle
Seite existiert, ist eine anerkannte Tatsache.
Wohl demn, der dieses Alter Ego auch ausleban
kann, Aaron Spectre ist bisher vor allem als
Producer innovativer und recht harmonischer
Electronic in Erscheinung getraten. Unter dam
Moniker DRUMCORPS bricht nun ein anderer
Aaron Spectre an die Oberflache, Wo bisher fill-
granes Producing vorherrschte, antlidt sich auf
JGrist” sine gute halbe Stunde geballter Braak-
/Grindcore. Wer schon immer mal wissen woll-
te, was passiert, wenn MNew York Hardcore,
Thrash Metal und Drum-Sperrfever jenseits der
200-BPM-Marke aufeinander treffen, der hat
jetzt die Gelegenheit, sich ein Studienobjeki
erster Glte zu besorgen. Selbst der nicht
Mainstream-genormbe Horer wird hier wohl das
gina oder anders Mal trocken schiuckan, denn
hier offenbart sich tatsdchlich akustische
Brachialgewalt. Die gekreischten Vocals wer-
den zusitzlich verfremdat, die schnallen
Gitarren weiter gepitcht und durch einen
Stacheldraht-Vierhau aus  Sampler-Beats
gepeitscht, Das Ergebnis dirfte fiir Anhdnger
japanischer Experimental Electrariic
Hausmannskost sein, fir den Rest der globalen
Musikkonsumenten sind die elf Tracks wohl
mehr gine Expedition an die Grenzen des eige-
nen Musikverstdndnisses. Dabel geht DRUM-
CORPS  auch hier souver8n mit dem
Ausgangsmaterial um. Mit den anarchischen
Tracker-mests-Meatal-Tracks, wie sie z.B. von
US-Underground-Hero Stuntrock zum Besten
gegeben werden, hat  Grist” wenig 2u tun. Statt
schierer Cut-up-Asthetik zu huldigen, wird hier
mit Prazision wnd Auge firs Detail 2u Werke
gegangen — auch wenn das bei der ersten fron-
talen Kollisdon mit den Sticken kaum offenbar
wird. Die Prizision des Programmings geht
weit Gber das durchschnittliche DIY-Niveau des
slaktronischen Untergrunds hinaus und kann
sich guten Gewissens mit den Skiis von
Machine Head oder auch Frontiing Assembly
messen |lassen, die stifistisch dhnkche wenn
auch meist gemafigtere Wege gehen. Als hiitte
ef dis Wirkung der ersten Tracks auf den Hérer
vorausgesehen, nimmi DRUMCORPS gegen
Mitte des Albums denn auch den Full vom Gas.
Das ergibt nicht nur die Maglichkeit, Luft zu
holan, sondern auch die Zeit, einige der vielen
Details einzufangen, mit denan (Grist” gespickt
ist, Harte Kost flrs Volk, Webprisent unter
werw.drumcorps.ce, (FS)

12 Punkie
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DRUMCORPS

Spinnen im Kopf

DIESE BAND IST NUR EIN MANN, SEINE HAARE SEHEN AUS
wie gin Tier. Fir seinen Kopt sehen sie zu schwer aus, Sie sehen
aus, 2ls ob eine Spinne seinen Kopf auffrisst. Aber er findet das
OK. Ja, das ist Musik, die den Leuten gefallt, deren Kopf von
Spinnen gefressen wird. Ich mag die schreienden Menschan in
den Liedern micht, weil ich dann die kleinen lila Sonnen nicht
mehr sahen kann, Aber wenn das Schlagzeug kracht, dann kom-
men sig Zurick,

Gunther (Vice): Warum machst du solche Musik? Hast du als
Kind gerne Krach gemachi?

Drumcorps: Die erste alektronische Musik, die mich inter-
essierte kam von Warp Records und Autechre, denn das war das
Einzige, was man in meinem kleinen Ort finden kennte, Die
einzigen Plattenldden waren grole Mainstreamshops, zu denen
ich 40 Minuten fahren musste. Als ich nach New York gezogen
bin, war ich dann voll auf Ambient, ich wollte entspannen, Erst
in Berlin habe ich mich wieder den aggressiven Sachen ruge-
wandt und die ganzen Boston-Hardcore-Bands gehért, die ich
als Kind mochte. Als ich dann angefangen habe, bei

Breakcorepartys aufzulegen, schien es mir selbstverstandlich
das zu mixen.

Machst du verniickte Musik, weil Berlin eine verrlickte Stadt ist?
Als ch nach Berlin zog, wollte ich urspriinglich so City Cantre
Offices/Morr Music-Kram machen. Dann fand ich heraus, dass
all diese Leute noch andere, normale Jobs haben. Ich ligbe das
immer noch, aber in Mew York war mein Alltag so anstrengand,
dass ich das einfach gebraucht habe.

Hast du nur verrlickte Freunde und passieren dir nur verriick-
te Sachen?

Tja, rickblickend mag es etwas verrlickt erscheinen, dass ich
2004 in Beirut im Libanon gespielt habe, Zuerst hatte ich
Schiss, weil ich jodisch bin, aber es ist eine folle, lebendigs
Stadt, mit einer explosiven Musikszene. Die Leute dort sing
nicht voreingenommen, abseits von dem, was der dortige Virgin-
Megastore diktiest, lch habe 250-BPM-Breakcore fir gul ange-
Zogene, normale Clubgdnger gespielt und sie sind komplett
ausgerastet. Danach spielte ich auf einem Open-Air-Festival mit-
ten im von der Hisbollah kontrollierten Baka Valley, Da waren
Clubber und Familien mit Kindern und ich machte meinen
Mash-Up-Hardcore-Kram. Das war schin.

Ich bin auch jiidisch.

GUNTHER WEINSTEIN, 9 JAHRE
Drumcorps Live And Regret it gerade auf Cock Rack Disce erschienen,
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DRUMCORPS

GRIST

Cock Rock Disco/GER/CD

Drumcorps is Aaron Spectre’s metal/grindcore/breakcore/fractured breaks proj-
ect, and it's absolutely killer. A smash-up from the best of many worlds, Drumcorps
draws the connection between thrash {(and almost prog-) drumming and the
possibilities of an amen break, then wraps it in a sample-heavy wash of guitar,
vocals, and screams. The whole thing is ballistic, delivering the pure energy that
has always been present in breakcore in a uniguely clean and raw way. Spectre
is one of the world's most talented musicians today and it's awe-inspiring to hear
him at his least restrained. Matt Earp
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2 Get Physical is here to make you sweat,
one electro-house anthem at a time.

0

Breakcore Gets Mental Jamaica's Boboshanti Culture CX Kidtronik on Crac







